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lev; jd a chimney-tax on every household. In short, all
the worst features of the Turkish administrative system
prevailed ; the civil, ecclesiastical, and judicial posts
were all bought and sold, and the purchase-money
ultimately wrung from the unhappy natives. To
cr AVH all, no Serb might avenge an insult, committed
by a Turk, but when smitten on one cheek, meekly
turned the other also. Xo wonder that the native
population avoided the towns, where their oppressors
lived, and remained in the country, where Turks rarely
came. Distinct and apart, the two nations, con-
querors and conquered, lived thus for nearly four
centuries, till at last the moment came when Servia
awoke from her long sleep and became once more
free.

Some efforts were made during this long period
to throw off the yoke. There were times when it
seemed as if the Serb race was on the point of re-
covering its lost liberties. But such impulses usually
came from without rather than from within. The
Serbs, who remained behind in their native country,
were too cowed to rise, while if they had had the
spirit, they would still have lacked the arms necessary
for a successful rising. Occasionally the more daring
of them seized weapons from the Turks and took to
the mountains, where they became haidttks or brigands,
and lived by the spoils of Turkish caravans during the
spring and summer, seeking refuge in winter among
their confederates in the villages. But such attempts
as there were to drive out the Turks originated
among those Serbs who had migrated over the
Danube and settled in Hungary,

